architectural relics all torn from their informing environment!
No, a collection of things as they stood 800 years ago and still
stand in the pulsating and fervid life of the city.
In no other town are the streets and alleys so gracefully and
yet so warmly animated as they are here in Muenster by the
"Adelshofe", those "mansions of the nobility" enclosed behind
artistically wrought railings and dreamily recalling the brilliant
festivities of barocco and rococo times. The finest masterpieces
of this Westphalianbarocco brickwork are the"Erbdrostenhof"
(A.D.1757) and the vast pile of the old Episcopal Palace (1773).
Strange and weighty events once took place in Muenster,
the report of which caught the ear of the whole civilized world.
In 1534/5, the Anabaptists founded here the bloody and violent
"Kingdom of New Zion". There are still suspended from the
lofty St, Lambert's Tower the three iron cages in which the
bodies of the anabaptist ringleaders were placed after their
execution.
More pleasant recollections are awakened by the sight of
the Friedenssaal (Hall of Peace) in the Rathaus (Townhall).
The partial peace signed within its walls on May 15,1648, put
an end to the Thirty Years' War between Spain and Holland,
The room has remained unchanged since it echoed to the foot-
steps of the last peace ambassador.
But the visitor finds here not merely the well-preserved
relics of a civilization dating back for almost a thousand years;
he also finds the city to be the nucleus of the modern intellect-
ual life of the province, as particularly featured in the Uni-
versity founded 150 years ago. Among the institutes of this
university, the most important are the Institute for General
and Comparative Sociology and the Medical Clinics, which,
built in 1924/25, are the most up-do-date in the country.
Naturally such a city as Munster is eminently fitted for
conventions and gatherings of all kinds. Among the important
events to take place in 1930 is the 69th General Convention of
German Catholics, which will be held here from September 3-7.
Over 100.000 visitors are expected at this time. A large exhibi-
tion of ecclesiastical art will lend special interest to the event.
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